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MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH.  OF  WEST 


BROMWICH. 


Population,  1901  Census  ...  ...  ...  65,175 

Estimated  Population,  1909  ...  ...  ...  70,000 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,860  acres. 

Height  of  West  Bromwich — 

Highest  Level  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  573-ft. 

Lowest  Level  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  347-ft. 


Rateable  Value  of  Property  assessed  to  the 

Relief  of  the  Poor,  November,  1909  ...  £232,472  15  0 


Rateable  Value  of  Property  assessed  to  the 

General  District  Rate,  November,  1909  £213,301  5  0 

Number  of  Houses  in  the  Borough, 


November,  1909  ... 


15,086 


TO  THE  Gil  AlliM  AH  AND  MEMBERS  OF  TEE 
SANITARY  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH 


OF  WEST  BROMWICH. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Twentieth  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  state  of  our  Borough,  and  in  so 
doing  I  desire  to  congratulate  the  Committee  on  the  continued 
improvement  in  our  sanitary  surroundings.  The  refuse  de¬ 
structor  is  rapidly  approaching  completion,  and  will  result  in 
considerable  improvement  by  preventing  the  use  of  tips,  which 
are  always  insanitary,  and  also  enable  you  to  remodel  the 
system  of  nightsoil  removal  at  a  lower  cost. 

The  Tables  appended  to  the  Report  will  show  that  the 
death-rate  has  been  exceptionally  low,  and  that  our  record  of 
epidemic  diseases  is  not  unfavourable  in  comparison  with  our 
neighbours. 

I  attended  the  Sanitary  Congress  at  Leeds  as  your  repre¬ 
sentative,  and  much  interesting  work  was  done.  The  Con¬ 
ference  of  Public  Authorities  convened  by  the  Authority  of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  turned  out  a  fiasco.  Your  Chairman 
attended  and  was  much  disappointed. 

Yours  faithfully, 

HERBERT  MANLEY, 

M.D.,  D.P.H.,  ETC.,  ETC. 
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REPORT. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  unaltered,  and  remains  at  5,860 
acres,  the  population  of  which  is  calculated  at  70,000,  a  figure 
slightly  below  that  given  by  the  Registrar-General,  but  at  this 
distance  from  a  year  of  census  probably  quite  as  accurate. 
There  is  no  question  of  overcrowding  at  present  and  there  is 
a  fair  number  of  void  houses,  but  there  has  been  no  industrial 
reason  to  attract  an  increased  working  class  population,  and 
trade  is  depressed. 

The  birth-rate  shows  a  very  marked  decrease,  but  as  this 
has  been  accompanied  by  a  phenomenal  drop  in  the  rate  of 
infantile  mortality,  this  is  less  a  matter  for  regret  than  other¬ 
wise.  Our  rate  of  infantile  mortality  for  the  past  decade  has 
averaged  160,  and  to  record  a  rate  for  the  past  year  of  only 
122  per  1,000  births  is  very  striking. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  deaths  under  one  year  are  re¬ 
corded,  of  which  33  were  due  to  causes  beyond  maternal 
control,  while  the  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (13),  Lung  Disease 
(30),  and  Zymotic  Disease  (23),  are  all  satisfactorily  few. 

How  far  this  has  been  due  to  the  visits  of  our  Health 
Visitor  I  cannot  venture  accurately  to  decide,  but  I  am  quite 
sure,  not  only  from  personal  observation,  but  also  from  inquiry 
from  those  who  work  amongst  the  poor,  that  both  in  the 
supervision  of  midwives  and  in  the  inspection  of  newly-born 
children  Miss  Staples  is  doing  very  excellent  work  and  has  well 
justified  her  appointment. 

There  has  been  no  definite  epidemic  during  the  year, 
although  a  few  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  occurred.  The 
deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease  amount  to  179,  or  in  detail 
Measles,  60;  Whooping  Cough,  13;  Diphtheria  and  Croup,  12; 
Scarlet  Fever,  13;  Diarrhoea,  38;  and  Puerperal  Fever,  2. 
As  most  of  the  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were 
of  school  age,  between  three  and  five,  I  have  instituted 

a  new  form  of  notification  for  the  lion-notifiable  diseases,  by 
which  the  Mistress  of  every  Infant  Department  makes  a  weekly 
return  to  the  Education  Office  of  all  children  absent  from 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Chickenpox,  and  Mumps,  including 
contacts,  so  that  I  have  a  very  fair  idea  where  and  to  what 
extent  any  of  these  diseases  occur, 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  amounted  to  1,184,  including 
deaths  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  the  District  Hospital,  and 
other  local  institutions,  but  this  total  when  corrected  by  the 
deduction  of  non-residents  in  these  places  and  by  the  addition 
of  West  Bromwich  residents  who  have  died  outside  the  Borough 
amounts  to  only  1,032,  and  shows  a  net  death-rate  of  only  14.7, 
being  the  record  for  the  Borough,  and  showing  that  its  sanitary 
condition  has  materially  improved  in  the  last  twenty  years. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  no  less  than  14  cases  of  Typhoid. 
This  outbreak  consisted  of  a  very  limited  area  in  Church  Lane. 
A  careful  inquiry  excluded  most  of  the  commonly  recognised 
causes  of  an  outbreak,  but  it  appeared  that  a  woman  who  had 
suffered  from  the  disease  some  time  previously  had  gone  to 
reside  in  a  row  of  houses  where  a  single  privy  was  used  in 
common  by  several  houses,  and  it  is  probable  that  she  was  what 
is  known  as  a  “  carrier  ”  case,  which,  although  apparently 
recovered,  still  retains  its  infectivity.  All  these  cases  were 
removed  to  Hospital,  where  two  died.  Two  fatal  cases  occurred 
in  other  parts  of  the  Borough,  one  of  which  was  said  to  have 
been  imported  from  the  Herefordshire  hop-fields. 

Tuberculosis  in  various  forms  is  returned  as  the  cause  of 
91  deaths,  i.e.,  1.3  per  1,000,  which  is  not  excessive  for  a 
town  situated  as  we  are.  The  notification  of  poor-law  cases 
of  Phthisis  is  now  in  operation,  but  so  far  it  has  been  carried 
out  somewhat  imperfectly  in  this  Borough.  The  only  treat¬ 
ment  of  Tuberculosis  is  that  carried  out  in  the  Union  Work- 
house  Infirmary,  as  to  which  I  have  received  a  very  interesting 
Report  from  the  Medical  Officer,  which  I  append:- — 

“  No  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  admitted  into 
the  general  wards  of  the  Infirmary.  A  separate  ward  is  re¬ 
served  on  the  male  and  on  the  female  side  for  such  cases.  If 
other  cases  are  admitted  into  these  wards  they  are  chronic 
helpless  cases.  No  spitting  is  permitted.  Patients  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  wards  have  pocket  spitting  cups,  while  the  sputum 
of  those  in  the  wards  is  disinfected  with  Izal.  Extra  venti¬ 
lation  with  windows  always  open  is  the  order  in  these  wards, 
and  when  the  weather  is  suitable  the  inmates  are  allowed  on 
the  balcony  isolated  from  others.  Other  recommendations 
are  under  consideration,  but  have  been  deferred  in  the  un¬ 
settled  state  of  Poor-Law  Institutions/’ 
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So  far  I  have  received  47  notifications  of  inmates  of  the 
Infirmary  and  12  from  District  Medical  Officers. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  in  1909 
was  424,  of  which  there  were  Scarlet  Fever,  291;  Diphtheria 
and  Membranous  Croup,  44;  Enteric  Fever,  i.e.,  Typhoid,  14; 
Puerperal  Fever,  8;  Continued  Fever,  1;  and  Erysipelas,  66. 

The  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  gradually  died  out  during 
the  year,  but  with  the  continued  prevalence  of  the  disease  in 
Smethwick,  Handsworth,  and  the  City  of  Birmingham  it  was 
inevitable  that  a  certain  amount  of  infection  would  take  place. 
We  registered  291  cases  during  the  year,  and  our  neighbours 
were  in  quite  as  bad  a  plight,  there  being  424  in  Handsworth 
and  433  in  Smethwick.  The  disease  was  also  prevalent  in 
Wednesbury,  to  the  number  of  212  cases,  in  a  much  smaller 
population  than  our  own,  less  than  half. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Hospital  has  had  a  busy 
year,  no  less  than  357  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  having  been  ad¬ 
mitted  and  ten  cases  of  Typhoid,  all  from  the  Hall  End  out¬ 
break.  One  hundred  and  thirteen  cases  were  admitted  from 
Handsworth  and  two  from  Perry  Barr. 

The  Hospital  administration  has  continued  in  the  same 
satisfactory  hands,  and  the  Nurses  and  Matron  have  discharged 
their  duties  admirably.  We  have  to  thank  Councillor  Kenrick 
for  the  gift  of  an  Edison  phonograph,  and  Messrs.  Mason,  Ltd., 
for  oranges,  and  a  number  of  ladies  for  mufflers,  etc.  A  new 
Ambulance  has  been  purchased  out  of  current  revenue,  and 
£100  has  been  applied  to  the  necessary  renewal  of  lockers,  linen, 
etc.  Altogether  the  record  of  the  year  has  been  satisfactory. 
We  have  had  12  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  two  from 
Typhoid.  The  two  latter  were  in  unfavourable  and  debilitated 
subjects. 

The  sanitary  details  of  the  year’s  work  will  be  found  in 
the  Report  from  the  Inspector,  which  is  appended  hereto, 
together  with  the  customary  Statistical  Tables,  which  need  no 
further  explanation. 
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I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  for  the 
year  1909. 

The  work  for  the  past  year  has  been  the  carrying  out  of 
the  Early  Notification  of  Births  Act,  the  supervision  of  the 
practice  of  the  Certified  Midwives  in  the  Borough  (under  the 
direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health),  the  visiting  of 
certain  dirty  houses  and  neglected  children,  and  inquiries  in 
cases  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

In  connection  with  the  Early  Notification  of  Births  868 
cases  occurring  in  the  mid  wives’  practice  have  been  visited  and 
advice  given  as  to  suitable  feeding  and  clothing  of  the  infant 
where  necessary. 

Of  the  868  infants  743  were  breast  fed,  but  unfortunately 
many  of  the  mothers  think  it  necessary  to  make  use  of  sup¬ 
plementary  feeding,  such  as  oatmeal  gruel,  arrowroot  biscuits, 
bread  sop,  and  so  on.  Seventy-four  were  bottle  fed,  30  died 
almost  immediately  after  birth,  and  21  were  still-born. 

Where  the  children  have  to  be  bottle  fed,  very  few  of  the 
mothers  can  be  induced  to  use  the  boat-shaped  bottles.  They 
prefer  those  with  the  tube,  and  the  use  of  the  dummy  teat-  is 
universal. 

The  clothing  of  the  infants  is  in  most  cases  kept  reason¬ 
ably  clean,  but  the  way  it  is  arranged  leaves  much  to  be 
desired,  most  of  them  having  yards  of  flannel  about  the  legs 
and  feet,  and  nothing  but  cotton  on  the  back  and  chest.  It 
is  highly  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  mothers  almost  invariably 
have  been  able  to  devote  themselves  to  their  domestic  duties. 
Of  the  34  mentioned  in  the  list  below  as  being  engaged  in 
other  work,  their  employment  is  in  most  cases  of  a  light  or 
occasional  character. 

The  parents  visited  have  in  all  cases  been  English,  and 
have  in  no  way  resented  my  visits ;  in  fact,  many  of  them 
give  me  quite  a  welcome. 
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21  Other  duties  ...  34 
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Of  tlie  33  midwives  at  the  present  time  practising  in 
West  Bromwich  only  seven  are  trained. 

Early  in  the  year  one  of  the  bona-fide  women  was  removed 
from  the  Midwives'  Roll  for  ignoring  the  rules  of  the  C.M.B. 
One  midwife  has  left  the  town  and  another  died  in  September. 

One  hundred  and  forty  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  mid¬ 
wives,  some  of  whom  have  had  to  be  cautioned  for  attending 
cases  in  clothing  that,  was  not  washable. 

The  Early  Notification  of  Births  Act  is  a  great  help  in 
supervising  the  work  of  the  midwives. 

Eight  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  have  been  reported  during 
the  year,  and  have  been  investigated. 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year  measles  was  prevalent  in 
the  town,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
some  of  the  children  were  visited  in  their  homes.  In  most  cases 
they  were  receiving  medical  attention  and  careful  nursing,  a 
much  better  state  of  affairs  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Eighty  visits  were  paid  under  this  heading ;  miscellaneous 
and  re-visits,  900. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  E.  STAPLES,  A.R.S.I., 

Health  Visitor. 
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TABLE  II. 


I. 

II. 

Institutions  within  the  District 
receiving  Sick  and  Infirm  Persons 
from  outside  the  District. 

Institutions  outside  the  District 
receiving  Sick  and  Infirm  Persons 
from  the  District. 

U nion  W orkhouse 

Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham 

District  Hospital 

General  Hospital,  Birmingham 

Poor-Law  Schools 

Queen’s  Hospital,  Birmingham 

Isolation  Hospital 

Private  Hospitals,  Birmingham 

Sand  well  Hall 

Workhouse,  Walsall 

Smallpox  Hospital 
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TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1909. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

Cases  notified 
in  whole 
District, 
at  all  Ages. 

Total  Cases 
removed 
to 

Hospital. 

Smallpox 

Nil 

Nil 

Cholera 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup) 

44 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

66 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

291 

240 

Typhus  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever 

14 

10 

Relapsing  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Continued  Fever 

1 

Nil 

Puerperal  Fever 

8 

Nil 

Plague 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

424 

250 

12 


TABLE  IV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  ACES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1909. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of  “  Residents” 
whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Total 
Deaths, 
whether 
of  ‘  ‘  Resi  - 
dents” or 
“  Non¬ 
residents” 
in  Public 
Institu¬ 
tions  in 
the 

1  )istriot 

9. 

Causes  of  Death. 

1. 

All  j 

Ages. 

2. 

| 

Under 

1 

year 

%j 

O 

6. 

1  and 
under 

5 

4. 

5  and 
under 
15 

5. 

15  and 
under 
25 

6. 

25  and 
under 
65 

7. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

8. 

Measles 

60 

8 

51 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

27 

19 

8 

12 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  (including 

18 

7 

9 

9 

Membranous  Croup) 

10 

6 

4 

»  •  » 

Croup  ... 

2 

1 

1 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

6 

2 

4 

4 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

Q 

0 

... 

2 

1 

»  •  • 

Diarrhoea 

30 

23 

7 

... 

3 

Enteritis 

8 

4 

1 

3 

9 

Gastritis 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

•  •  . 

... 

... 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis) 

Other  Tuberculous  Di- 

60 

1 

6 

6 

45 

9 

24 

seases 

Cancer,  Malignant  Di- 

31 

8 

14 

4 

2 

1 

2 

6 

sease 

44 

... 

•  •  • 

34 

10 

12 

Bronchitis 

123 

37 

18 

3 

6 

29 

30 

21 

Pneumonia 

97 

23 

38 

5 

9 

H 

20 

9 

6 

Pleurisy 

Alcoholism  —  Cirrhosis 

2 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

of  Liver 

11 

10 

1 

... 

Venereal  Diseases 

4 

3 

1 

Premature  Birth 
Diseases  and  Accidents 

46 

46 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

of  Parturition 

5 

... 

5 

... 

Heart  Diseases 

53 

2 

1 

7 

4 

28 

11 

18 

Accidents 

28 

3 

6 

3 

1 

10 

5 

33 

Suicides 

6 

... 

... 

5 

1 

3 

All  Other  Causes 

387 

100 

23 

13 

i 

28 

86 

151 

i 

155 

All  Causes 

1065 

262 

187 

58 

49 

285 

I 

224 

303 

13 


TABLE  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

m 

CD 

CD 

£ 

rH 

cc 

Total  under 

1  Month 

w 

r| 

4-> 

o 

r“H 

2-3  Months 

3-4  Months 

+3 

r* 

O 

o 

4 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

10-11  Months 

11-12  Months 

Total  Deaths 
under  1  year 

.  (  Certified 

55 

1212 

5 

84 

20 

'25 

27 

18 

1 

8  21 

10 

10  13 

12 

9 

257 

ALL  ) 

| 

0AUSES>  |  Uncertified  ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Measles 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

■  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

2 

7 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

3 

4 

2 

4 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

23 

Enteritis,  Muco-en  teritis, 

Gastro-enteritis 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal 

Catarrh  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Premature  Birth 

30 

3 

5 

2 

40 

4 

1 

1 

46 

Congenital  I )efects  ... 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 

12 

6 

3 

1 

22 

6 

9 

7 

6 

3 

2 

1 

.  .  . 

56 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

2 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Rickets 

2 

1 

3 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Convulsions  ... 

4 

1 

1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

1 

18 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

2 

•  •  * 

7 

2 

6 

i 

3 

3 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

37 

Laryngitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

6 

1 

22 

Suffocation,  Overlying 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Causes 

3 

1; 

1 

5 

2 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

10 

56 

12 

13 

5 

86 

22 

25 

27 

18 

8 

22 

10 

10 

13 

12 

9 

262 

14 


TABLE  VI. 

PARTICULARS  AS  TO  ACTIONS  TAKEN  UNDER 
FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

No.  of  Workshops  at  end  of  1909 :  — 

Workshop  Bakehouses...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Breeze  Banks  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dressmaking  and  Tailoring  Establishments  ...  64 

Miscellaneous  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Total  ...  227 


PARTICULARS  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

0 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  A  cts  :  — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sanitary  Accommodation- 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  12 


Three  references  were  made  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  to  matters 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under 
the  Factory  Acts. 
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Sanitary 

FOR 


Inspector  s  Report 

THE  YEAR  1909. 


To  the.  ( 'hair-man  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

INTRODUCTION. 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 

The  Inspectorial  Staff,  which  has  remained  unchanged 
during  the  year,  consists  of  District  Inspectors  Cotterell  and 
Lyon.  Both  the  Assistants  have  rendered  valuable  help,  Mr. 
Lyon  especially  having  devoted  much  care  and  attention  to  the 
inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods. 

Owing  to  a  continued  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  notified,  more  time  has  been  given  to  general 
work,  and  as  a  result  considerable  progress  has  been  made  as 
regards  permanent  sanitary  improvements,  whilst  the  total 
number  of  inspections  made  is  considerably  higher  than  in  the 
preceding  year. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTIONS. 

In  pursuance  of  Section  92  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
the  usual  systematic  house-to-house  inspections  were  under¬ 
taken,  attention  this  year  being  directed  to  houses  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Cronehills  in  Sand  well  Ward,  and 
several  streets  in  Greets  Green  Ward.  In  addition,  several 
smaller  blocks  of  property  in  different  parts  of  the  Borough 
were  also  similarly  dealt  with.  The  total  number  of  houses 
examined  was  402,  and.  the  number  of  streets  affected  12.  As 
has  always  been  the  case,  a  considerable  number  of  defects  were 
revealed,  practically  all  of  which  have  since  been  remedied, 
but  these  were  neither  so  numerous  nor  so  serious  as  they  were 
on  the  last  occasion  the  streets  in  question  were  subjected  to 
this  form  of  visitation. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  INSPECTIONS. 

The  total  number  of  miscellaneous  inspections  made  during 
the  year  has  been  12,569,  which  is  a  marked  increase  on 
the  total  for  the  preceding  years.  This  is  largely  due  to  more 
constant  inspection  of  court  yards,  in  order  that  the  conveni¬ 
ences  used  in  common  by  occupiers  may  be  kept  in  as  cleanly  a 
state  as  possible.  In  most  yards  a  considerable  improvement  has 
taken  place  within  recent  years,  but  in  some  cases  filthy  ac¬ 
cumulations  would  immediately  manifest  themselves  were  these 
periodical  visitations  to  cease.  It  was  found  necessary  in  113 
cases  to  serve  notices  on  occupiers  requiring  them  to  cleanse  the 
approaches  to  privies  and  water-closets.  Under  the  head  of 
Miscellaneous  Inspections  are  also  included  investigations 
made  in  consequence  of  complaints  received  as  to  insanitary 
conditions  prevailing  within  dwelling  houses. 

EXAMINATION  AND  TESTING  OF  DRAINAGE. 

The  smoke  test  was  applied  to  the  drainage  of  29  houses, 
in  20  of  which  Typhoid  Fever  or  Diphtheria  had  occurred.  In 
the  remaining  nine  cases  the  test  was  applied  at  the  request 
and  cost  of  occupiers.  In  two  instances  only  was  a  negative 
result  recorded.  In  several  cases  the  defects  discovered 
necessitated  some  considerable  alterations,  and  a  large  number 
of  re-tests  had  to  be  made  before  the  drains  were  rendered 
gas-tight. 

NOTICES  SERVED  AND  PROCEEDINGS. 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  preliminary 
notices,  particulars  of  which  are  given  in  Table  II.,  have  been 
served  on  owners  or  occupiers. 

The  premises  were  subsequently  re-visited  whilst  work  was 
in  progress  and  after  completion,  the  total  number  of  re¬ 
inspections  made  being  6,199.  Circular  letters  were  addressed 
to  the  responsible  parties  where'  notices  had  not  been  complied 
with,  or  reported  by  me  for  the  service  of  the  requisite  statutory 
notice. 

Two  hundred  and  eighteen  notices  were  served  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  your  instructions.  Of  these  85  were  given  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  and  133  under  our  local  Act  of  1890. 

As  usual,  owners,  agents,  or  builders  have  been  inter¬ 
viewed  either  on  the  premises  or  at  the  office,  and  invariably 
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with  excellent  results  as  far  as  the  execution  of  work  was 
concerned,  no  proceedings  being  instituted  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  the  onlv  cases  in  which  the  intervention  of  the  Court 
had  to  be  obtained  being  two  in  which  dustbins  had  been 
supplied  in  default  of  compliance  with  notice  and  where  owners 
had  refused  to  defray  the  cost.  In  one  case  the  amount  claimed 
was  paid  before  the  hearing,  and  in  the  second  case  an  order 
for  payment  was  obtained. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 

A  detailed  summary  of  the  sanitary  improvements  made 
as  a  result  of  notices  served  will  be  found  in  Table  III.  The 
number  of  such  improvements  again  shows  an  increase,  and  in 
many  cases  considerable  structural  alterations  have  been  in¬ 
volved.  The  total  number  of  nuisances  abated  has  been  3,040. 

Filthy  and  Dilapidated ’  Rouses  and  Outbuildings . 

The  interiors  of  242  houses  have  been  cleansed  and  lime- 
washed,  whilst  repairs  to  plastering,  woodwork,  and  brick¬ 
work  have  been  effected  in  271  cases.  In  my  last  report  I 
alluded  to  an  attempt  which  was  being  made  to  replace  the 
worst  of  the  foul  leaking  brick  sinks,  which  were  adversely 
commented  on  by  the  Local  Government  Board  Inspector  who 
last  visited  the  district,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  in  65  cases 
earthenware  sinks,  with  proper  pipe  bends,  have  been  sub¬ 
stituted.  Repairs  to  defective  roofs  or  spouting,  which  have 
contributed  to  dampness  of  houses,  have  been  effected  in  322 
cases;  and  91  filthy  and  dilapidated  outbuildings  have  been 
limewashecl  or  repaired. 

Surface  Faring  and  Drainage  in  Yards. 

The  paving  of  48  yards  has  been  repaired,  relaid,  or 
extended.  As  the  number  of  undrained  premises  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  sewer  is  now  becoming  very  small,  there  have 
only  been  five  cases  where  unconnected  premises  have  been 
drained.  On  the  other  hand,  no  fewer  than  249  lengths 
of  stoneware  pipe  drain  have  been  substituted  for  surface 
gutters,  and  in  connection  with  such  drainage  systems  211 
inspection  chambers  and  490  yard  gullies  have  been  provided. 
The  number  of  houses  affected  was  649. 
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Disused  W  ells. 

Twenty-two  disused  wells,  many  of  which  were  only  dis¬ 
covered  during  the  progress  of  drainage  operations,  have  been 
filled  in.  The  existence  of  so  many  of  these  wells  in  the  district 
necessitates  constant  supervision,  as  collapses  are  always  liable 
to  occur,  the  wooden  coverings  in  many  instances  being  in  a 
decaying  condition. 

Privy  and  Water-closet  Accommodation. 

The  work  of  converting  privies  into  water-closets  is  still 
proceeding  very  satisfactorily,  506  water-closets,  serving  751 
houses,  having  been  substituted  for  501  privies.  The  fact  that 
repairs  of  existing  middens  have  only  been  undertaken  in 
four  instances  testifies  to  the  change  that  lias  occurred  in  the 
attitude  of  owners,  it  now  being  generally  conceded  that  it 
is  useless  to  spend  money  in  patching  structures  which  cannot 
in  the  nature  of  things  be  perpetuated  much  longer.  It  is 
significant  that  notwithstanding  the  diminution  which  has 
occurred  in  the  number  of  privies,  complaints  from  occupiers 
have  been  more  numerous  than  ever,  and  it  is  now  only  in 
very  exceptional  cases  that  opposition  on  the  part  of  tenants 
is  experienced. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-three  official  representations  were 
made  under  Section  66  of  the  Corporation  Act,  and  in  75  cases 
orders  were  given  for  the  execution  of  work  in  default.  In  20 
cases  only  was  it  necessary  to  carry  out  these  instructions,  and 
even  here  the  owners  were  usually  anxious  that  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  should  themselves  execute  the  work. 

It  is  also  gratifying  to  note  that  the  number  of  choked 
water-closets  continues  to  decrease,  and  further  that,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  fact  that  over  8,800  water-closets  are  now  fixed  in 
the  district,  only  96  instances  of  repairs  were  brought  under 
our  notice. 


occupiers’  notices. 

Of  the  1,159  notices  served,  332  were  addressed  to 
occupiers,  thus  showing  that  the  department  is  fully  alive  to 
the  necessity  of  impressing  tenants  with  a  due  sense  of  their 
responsibilities.  Most  of  these  notices  had  reference  to  the 
uncleanly  state*  of  sanitary  conveniences  or  the  approaches 
thereto,  other  notices  dealing  with  overcrowding,  the  improper 
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keeping  of  animals,  or  offensive  accumulations.  Owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  bad  trade  during  the  period  under  review,  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  occupied  by 
members  of  more  than  one  family,  and  undue  pressure  has  had 
to  be  avoided,  except  in  cases  where  sexes  have  not  been 
properly  separated.  The  keeping  of  poultry  in  yards  is  still 
very  common,  but  every  effort  is  made  to  induce  occupiers  to 
keep  them  properly  penned  up,  so  that  they  may  not  become 
a  nuisance  to  their  neighbours. 

HOUSES  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  HABITATION. 

Twenty-three  houses  have  been  certified  by  the  Medical 
Officer  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Several  other  cases 
have  been  held  over,  in  view  of  the  new  Housing  and  Town 
Planning,  with  its  greatly  improved  procedure. 

INSPECTION  OF  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  Meat  Inspector,  Mr.  Lyon,  reports  that  he  has  during 
the  year  made  1,700  visits  to  slaughter-houses  and  1,184  visits 
to  butchers’  shops.  Two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  live  animals  have  been  inspected,  2,275  sides  and  1,205 
quarters  of  beef,  and  the  carcases  of  4,496  sheep,  lambs,  calves 
or  pigs  have  been  examined  for  traces  of  disease.  Twenty-four 
carcases  of  beef  were  wholly  or  partially  affected  with  tubercu¬ 
losis  ;  three  carcases  were  destroyed ;  while  in  the  remaining 
cases,  the  disease  being  localised  in  character,  the  affected  parts 
were  dealt  with.  The  hind  quarters  and  internal  organs  of  a 
carcase  of  beef,  shewing  dropsical  symptoms,  were  likewise 
destroyed.  It  was  only  requisite  to  destroy  the  carcases  of  two 
pigs. 

The  approximate  quantity  of  meat  destroyed  was  as 
follows  :  — 

Beef ,  diseased  or  unsound. . .  ...  2,261  lbs. 

Pork  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  340  ,, 


2,601  ,, 

In  every  instance  the  meat  was  surrendered  by  the  respec¬ 
tive  owners,  but  Magistrates’  orders  prior  to  destruction  were 
obtained  in  nine  cases. 
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In  view  of  the  fact  that  no  attempts  at  concealment  were 
made  in  connection  with  the  above  seizures,  and  that  the  owners 
gave  every  facility,  no  proceedings  were  instituted.  In  one 
case  complaint  was  made  that  tainted  meat  was  sold,  but  as  a 
considerable  period  elapsed  between  the  time  of  sale  and  the 
production  of  the  meat  to  the  department,  no  action  was  taken. 

The  various  shops  at  which  fish,  poultry,  rabbits,  and  fruit 
are  sold  have  been  kept  under  close  supervision,  especially 
during  the  summer  months,  and  kitchens  attached  to 
restaurants  have  been  periodically  inspected. 

No  new  slaughter-house  licenses  have  been  granted  during 
the  year.  There  are  35  slaughter-houses  on  the  register,  some 
of  which,  however,  are  rarely  used.  The  number  subject  to 
annual  license  is  now  13. 

INSPECTION  OF  BAKEHOUSES. 

The  56  workshop  bakehouses  have  been  regularly 
inspected  during  the  year,  and  in  addition  to  the  circular  letters 
despatched  to  occupiers  reminding  them  of  their  statutory 
obligation  to  limewash  their  bakehouses  at  least  twice  during 
the  year,  notices  have  also  been  served  when  the  work  has  been 
found  to  be  in  arrear. 

We  are  fortunately  free  from  underground  bakehouses  in 
the  district,  and  speaking  generally  the  larger  bakehouses  are 
in  a  fair  sanitary  condition.  The  smaller  domestic  bakehouses, 
in  which  sculleries  or  washhouses  are  utilised,  leave,  however, 
much  to  be  desired.  Fortunately,  they  are  tending  to  dis¬ 
appear. 

INSPECTION  OF  COWSHEDS  AND 

MILKSHOPS. 

Twenty-seven  applications  for  registration  as  cowkeepers  or 
purveyors  of  milk  have  been  received  during  the  year,  and 
there  are  now  29  cowsheds  and  93  dairies  or  milkshops  on  the 
Register.  In  connection  with  the  new  cowsheds  registered, 
extensive  alterations  were  carried  out  as  regards  paving, 
drainage,  lighting  and  ventilation,  and  some  of  the  older  sheds 
have  also  been  overhauled.  The  accumulations  of  manure  in 
the  yards  adjoining  sheds  have  not  been  so  extensive  as  in  pre¬ 
vious  years,  but  farmers  still  fail  to  realise  the  great  loss  in 
manurial  value  which  is  occasioned  by  the  practice  of  allowing 
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accumulations  to  persist  for  prolonged  periods,  and  the  danger, 
owing  to  the  infeetivity  of  the  manure,  as  far  as  the  propagation 
of  tuberculosis  is  concerned.  The  withdrawal  of  the  Milk  Bill 
and  the  Tuberculosis  Compensation  Order  have  frustrated  the 
hopes  that  were  entertained  of  placing  the  production  and  sale 
of  milk  on  a  satisfactory  basis. 

The  milkshops  have  been  regularly  visited,  and  in  most 
cases  the  vessels  were  found  to  be  properly  covered,  but  the 
number  of  shops  in  which  milk  and  dairy  produce  are  alone  sold 
is  still  lamentably  small. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES  AND  HOUSES 

LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

No  new  applications  have  been  received  for  registration  of 
premises  as  common  lodging  houses,  but  the  three  existing 
licenses  have  been  renewed.  These  are  kept  under  constant 
inspection,  and  notices  requiring  improvements  have  from  time 
to  time  been  served  and  complied  with. 

In  consequence  of  reports  as  to  three  houses  being  let  in 
lodgings  having  been  made  to  me,  visits  were  made  to  ascertain 
the  condition  of  the  premises.  In  one  of  these  cases  the  owner 
of  the  property  at  once  decided  to  give  the  keeper  notice  to 
discontinue  his  tenancy,  and  in  the  remaining  two  instances  the 
keeper  was  called  upon  to  register  same.  The  requisite  notice 
was  given,  and  the  houses  were  then  placed  upon  the  register. 


INSPECTION  OF  CANAL  BOATS. 

During  the  year  I  have  inspected  179  canal  boats,  repre¬ 
senting  a  floating  population  of  220  men,  136  women,  and  213 
children,  the  percentage  of  children  being  somewhat  higher 
than  in  recent  years.  No  very  serious  breaches  of  the  regula¬ 
tions  were  detected,  and  generally  speaking  the  boats  were  in 
a  fair  state.  The  number  of  infringements  reported  was  27, 
including: — Non-production  of  certificate,  1  case;  boat  not 
properly  marked,  4  cases;  registration  irregularities,  7  cases; 
overcrowding,  2  cases;  inadequate  separation  of  sexes,  3  cases; 
want  of  painting,  3  cases;  water  receptacle  not  provided,  1 
case;  and  dilapidated  boat,  6  cases. 
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Eighteen  notices  were  served  with  respect  to  the  above 
infringements,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  most  of  the  matters 
complained  of  had  been  remedied. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-nine  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
were  reported  on,  and  where  removal  to  the  Hospital  did  not 
take  place,  re-visits  were  paid  to  ascertain  if  patients  were 
sufficiently  isolated.  In  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  and 
Diphtheria,  the  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings  were  carefully 
examined,  and  the  smoke  test  applied  in  several  cases.  A 
house-to-house  inspection  was  made  of  the  whole  of  the  houses 
in  the  building  at  Hall  End,  in  which  the  serious  outbreak  of 
Enteric  Fever  occurred,  and  a  large  number  of  improvements 
were  subsequently  made. 

Four  hundred  and  fifty-four  rooms  were  fumigated  after 
removal,  convalescence,  or  death,  and  during  the  Easter  and 
Whitsuntide  holidays  the  internal  walls  of  nine  of  the  public 
elementary  schools  were  thoroughly  sprayed!  with  a  liquid 
disinfectant. 

REMOVAL  OF  NIGHTSOIL  AND  REFUSE. 

Notwithstanding  the  disappearance  of  some  354  middens 
during  the  year,  the  actual  number  of  middens  and  ashpits 
emptied,  viz.,  9,934,  is  again  higher  than  in  preceding  years, 
this  fact  pointing  to  a  marked  diminution  in  the  period  of 
storage  of  refuse  on  the  premises.  The  cost  of  removal  has 
been  £2,702  14s.  10d.,  as  compared  with  £3,005  in  1907. 

Most  of  the  middens  and  ashpits  so  emptied  have  been 
subsequently  inspected  by  the  staff,  and  the  attention  of  the 
contractors  has  been  directed  to  cases  where  insufficient 
cleansing  or  inadequate  use  of  disinfectants  has  taken  place. 
There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  this  work  is  far  more  efficiently 
carried  out  than  was  formerly  the  case. 

The  number  of  dustbins  emptied  weekly  is  now  upwards 
of  6,400.  Of  these  3,800  are  emptied  by  the  contractors,  the 
remainder  being  attended  to  by  men  in  the  direct  employ  of  the 
Corporation.  The  total  cost  of  this  branch  of  the  work,  in¬ 
cluding  the  rent  of  the  Cemetery  Lane  depot,  lias  been 
£454  9s.  Id.,  as  compared  with  £464  11s.  7d.  in  1908. 
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The  total  amount  expended  in  refuse  removal  has  been 
<£3,157  3s.  lid.,  as  compared  with  <£3,197  16s.  5cl.  during  the 
previous  year,  a  saving  of  £40  12s.  6d. ;  and  this  in  spite  of 
the  erection  of  a  number  of  new  houses  and  the  purchase  of  a 
new  cart. 

The  various  tips  have  been  regularly  visited,  but  complaints 
have  been  very  rife  respecting  the  nuisance  from  loose  paper, 
etc. 

For  the  first  time,  however,  for  many  years,  no  complaints, 
have  been  received  respecting  the  fish  tip  at  the  Cemetery  Lane 
depot,  this  being  probably  due  to  the  employment  of  a  man, 
who  has  regularly  covered  the  refuse  with  earth.  With  the 
pending  installation  of  the  new  Destructor,  it  will  be  possible 
to  discontinue  using  both  the  Cemetery  Lane  and  Lyttleton 
Street  depots. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  H.  SPEARS,  Fellow  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Assoc., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector . 


January,  1910. 
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TABLE  I. 

House-to-house  inspections  ...  ...  ...  402 

Miscellaneous  inspections,  including  inspections  of 
common  yards  and  houses  concerning  which  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received  ...  ...  ...  12579 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  6199 

Visits  to  slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  1700 

,,  ,,  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  ...  399 

,,  ,,  shops,  butchers  ...  ...  ...  1184 

,,  ,,  ,,  fish,  game  and  poultry  ...  ...  295 

,,  ,,  bakehouses,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  130 

,,  ,,  common  lodging  houses  ...  ...  129 

,,  ,,  fat  melting  works,  etc.  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  canal  boats  inspected  ...  ...  179 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  visited  and  reported  on...  350 

Other  visits  in  connection  with  cases  of  infectious 

disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

Number  of  privies,  etc.,  inspected  and  reported  for 

emptying  by  staff  ...  ...  ...  1019 

Number  of  privies,  etc.,  re-inspected  after  emptying  4035 
Sundry  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  730 


Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  ...  ...  29,508 


Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  1159 

,,  ,,  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  218 

,,  ,,  letters  written  to  owners  re  nuisances  ...  229 

Notices  served  under  C'anal  Boats  Acts  ...  ...  18 

Reports  sent  to  Surveyor  re  dangerous  buildings,  etc.  85 

Reports  sent  to  Water  Company  re  wastes  of  water...  285 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  454 

Number  of  reports  sent  to  schools  re  infectious 

diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  228 

Number  of  drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  29 
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TABLE  II. 

PRELIMINARY  NOTICES  SERVED  AND  NUMBER  OF 
HOUSES  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  NOTICES. 


Notices 

Houses  in 
connection 
with 

served. 

Notices. 

Filthy  and  dilapidated  houses  ... 

196 

355 

Filthy  and  dilapidated  outhouses 

91 

212 

Defective  paving  and  surface  channels 

20 

36 

Defective  eaves  and  downspouting 

43 

139 

Insufficient  drainage 

1 

1 

Foul,  untrapped  drainage 

1 

4 

Choked  drainage  and  W.C.’s 

98 

187 

Insufficient  ashbin  accommodation 

115 

259 

,,  sanitary  ,, 

4 

15 

Foul,  wet  and  open  middens 

125 

291 

Defective  W.C.  connections 

62 

176 

Filthy  state  of  sanitary  conveniences 

285 

285 

Overcrowded  rooms 

32 

32 

Animals  improperly  kept 

15 

16 

Offensive  accumulations 

20 

25 

Water  in  cellars 

3 

3 

Insufficient  water  supply 

22 

78 

Filthy  Bakehouses 

2 

2 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  not  in  accordance  with 
regulations 

3 

3 

Dangerous  wells  and  cisterns 

12 

24 

Miscellaneous 

9 

13 

Totals 

1159 

2156 
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TABLE  III. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT  IN 
DISTRICT  IN  PURSUANCE  OF  INSPECTIONS 
MADE  AND  NOTICES  SERVED. 

Interior  of  Houses — ■ 

Filthy  houses  cleansed  and  whitewashed  ...  242 

Houses  in  which  repairs  to  plastering,  brickwork 

or  woodwork  have  been  carried  out  ...  ...  271 

Flooded  cellars  drained  or  filled  in  ...  ...  9 

Houses  without  sufficient  means  of  ventilation, 
window  openings,  and  means  of  ventilation 
provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Exterior  of  Houses — 

Defective  roofs  made  watertight  ...  ...  146 

Houses  without  eaves  spouting,  or  with  choked  or 
defective  spouting — new  spouting  provided  or 
existing  spouting  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  176 

Damp  external  walls.  Brickwork  repaired  or 

covered  with  impervious  coating  ...  ...  4 

Dangerous  chimneys  repaired...  ...  ...  13 

Yards  and  Outbuildings — 

Surface  paving  in  yards  provided,  renewed,  or 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Dangerous  wells  or  cisterns  filled  in  or  suitable 

coverings  provided ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

New  earthenware  sinks  provided  in  lieu  of  old 

brick  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Filthy  and  dilapidated  outbuildings  cleansed  and 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  -  ...  ...  108 

Drainage — 

Absence  of  or  insufficient  drainage.  Premises 

drained  and  connected  to  sewer  or  cesspool  ...  5 

Surface  channels  abolished  and  stoneware  pipe 

drains  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  249 

Defective  drainage  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  manhole  inspection  chambers  provided 

to  drainage  systems  ...  ...  ...  213 

Additional  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  490 

Choked  drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  70 
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Privies ,  Water-closets ,  and  Ashpits — 

Privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  501 

Middens  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  354 

Dry  ashpits  abolished  and  dustbins  substituted...  6 

Water-closets  with  flush  cisterns  substituted  for 

privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  506 

Fresh  water-closets  substituted  for  waste  water- 

closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dilapidated  privies  and  ashpits  repaired  ...  1 

Percolations  of  faecal  matter  from  privies,  etc., 

privies  cemented  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Galvanised  dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  middens...  445 

Additional  ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  191 

Middens  abolished  and  converted  into  dry  ashpits  7 

Choked  water-closets  opened  and  cleansed  ...  75 

Defective  W.C.  connections  made  good...  ...  96 

Insufficient  supply  of  water  to  W.C.’s.  Flush 

improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Defective  tippers  renewed  and  inspection  chambers 

provided  to  waste  water-closets  ...  ...  7 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Offensive  Accumulations — 

Nuisances  from  the  keeping  of  swine  abated  ...  4 

Fowls  or  other  poultry  kept  in  dwelling  houses  or 

so  as  to  be  a  nuisance — removed  from  premises  8 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  from  premises...  4 

0  v  ercro  wding — 

Houses  overcrowded — numbers  reduced...  ...  32 

M  iscellaneous — 

Manure  pits  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  10 

Filthy  approaches  to  privies  and  conveniences 

cleansed  by  occupiers  ...  ...  ...  113 

Water  Supply — 

Houses  without  a  proper  supply  of  drinking 

water- -water  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  26 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act — 

Filthy  and  dilapidated  bakehouses  cleansed  or 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Closet  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  2 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds — 

Dairies  cleansed  and  liiiiewashed  ...  ...  3 

Si  a  uyhter-houses — 

Galvanised  iron  tin  provided  for  reception  of 

offal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Infectious  Diseases — 

Walls  cleansed  and  stripped  ...  ...  ...  3 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  Act- 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  closed  ...  2 

Total  ...  4607 
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Food  and  Drugs  Inspector’s  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1909. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  a  Report  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  during  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1909. 

I  have  obtained  140  samples  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Acts,  consisting  of  the  following: — New  Milk,  53; 
Cream,  2;  Butter,  74  (41  official,  and  33  unofficial,  which  were 
genuine) ;  Margarine,  3  ;  Coffee,  2 ;  Coffee  and  Chicory,  1 ; 
Whisky,  5. 

These  were  all  submitted  to,  and  were  analysed  by  the 
Public  Analyst,  who  certified  132  samples  (94.286  per  cent.) 
as  “  genuine,”  2  samples  (1.428  per  cent.)  as  “  genuine,  but  of 
inferior  quality/’  and  6  samples  (4.286  per  cent.)  as 
“  adulterated.” 

The  two  inferior  samples  were  milks. 

The  adulterated  samples  consisted  of  Milks,  2 ;  Butter,  2 ; 
Margarine,  1;  and  Whisky,  1. 

The  Milks  contained  3  per  cent,  and  2  per  cent,  of  added 
water  respectively,  and  the  vendors  have  been  cautioned. 

The  sample  of  Margarine  (unofficial)  contained  14  per  cent, 
of  butter,  being  in  excess  of  that  allowed  by  statute. 

In  the  cases  of  the  Butters,  margarine  was  in  each  instance 
supplied,  wrapped  in  proper  wrappers,  although  butter  was 
demanded  by  the  purchaser,  and  this  was  again  wrapped  in 
an  opaque  wrapper,  no  declaration  being  made  to  the  purchaser 
that  an  article  was  being  supplied  other  than  that  which  had 
actually  been  demanded. 

One  of  the  above  was  an  unofficial  sample,  and  one  the 
official  one,  being  obtained  at  a  later  date. 
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Proceedings  were  not  instituted  in  this  case,  owing  to  the 
unreliability  of  the  evidence  of  the  principal  witness,  viz.,  the 
purchaser. 

The  adulterated  whisky  contained  8.6  parts  of  water  in 
excess  of  that  allowed  by  statute.  Proceedings  were  taken 
against  the  vendor,  and  he  was  convicted,  being  fined  10s.  and 
£2  6s.  costs. 

In  the  appended  table  I  give  particulars  of  the  nature, 
substance,  and  quality  of  the  articles  examined. 

SUMMARY. 


Nature  of  Food 
or  Drug. 

No.  of  Samples  ] 

Analysed 

2 

S 

yK 

^  4-> 
£  ^ 

0 
'5  £ 

G  O 

<0  ug 

Adulterated 

Cautioned 

Prosecuted 

Convicted 

Amount  of 
Penalty 

Amount  of 

Costs 

Remarks 

New  Milk  ... 

53 

49 

2 

9 

2 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

2%  and  3% 
added  water 

Cream 

9 

9 

Butter 

74 

72 

2 

Margarine  ... 

3 

2 

1 

14%  Buttei- 

t> 

Coffee 

2 

2 

Coffee  and  \ 
Chicory  J 

1 

1 

Whisky 

5 

4 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

10  0 

2  6  0 

8 ‘6  parts  of 
water  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  al¬ 
lowance 

140 

132 

2 

6 

2 

1 

1 

10  0 

2  6  0 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


GEO.  WM.  DAVIS. 
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Analyst’s  Report. 

To  the  ( h airman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 


Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  for  your  perusal  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  carried  out  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
during  the  year  1909. 

The  total  number  of  articles  submitted  to  me  for  examina¬ 
tion  was  140,  or  two  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  Forty-two 
of  these  samples  were  obtained  “  unofficially  ”  by  the  agents 
of  the  Inspector,  and  it  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  table 
that  this  method  of  sampling  provided  two  out  of  the  six 
condemned  articles,  the  proportion  being  only  very  slightly 
greater  than  is  the  case  when  making  the  purchases  in  a  formal 
manner. 


Below  I  give  a  table  containing  a  summary  of  the  articles 
analysed  during  the  year.  The  samples,  as  in  previous 
Reports,  are  divided  into  three  classes,  according  to  their 
quality,  viz.  :  — 

(1)  Genuine,  and  of  good  quality. 

(2)  Genuine,  complying  with  the  necessarily  low  official 
limits,  but  of  poor  quality. 

(3)  Adulterated. 


Description 
of  Article. 

Total  Number 
of  Samples. 

“  Officially  ” 
Purchased 
Samples. 

“Unofficially” 

Purchased 

Samples. 

Milk . 

53 

52 

1 

Butter 

74 

41 

33 

Margarine  >  . . . 

3 

3 

Coffee 

9 

jLI 

.  .  . 

2 

Coffee  Mixture 

1 

... 

1 

Whisky 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

Cream 

2 

2 

140 

98 

A  9 

a  -< 

Genuine 
Samples,  of 

2  “  Poor  Quality. 

Adulterated 

Samples. 

cg  55 

C  '*~I 

Genu 

Sanq 

Official 

Un¬ 

official 

. 

"o 

i B 

Un¬ 

official 

O 

C  a) 

©  </j 

>  2 

O  i 

49  2 

72  ;  ... 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Vendor 
fined  10/- 

and 

£2  6s.  costs 

132  2 

0 

5 

1 

1 
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The  number  of  articles  found  to  be  adulterated  was  six, 
or  a  percentage  of  4.28,  which  is  slightly  in  excess  of  the  figure 
for  last  year  (2.8  per  cent.),  but  almost  identical  with  the  per¬ 
centage  for  1907  (4.3  per  cent.). 

In  the  next  table  a  list  of  the  adulterated  articles  is 
given,  with  information  as  to  what  action  was  taken  against 
the  vendors,  and  it  also  states  the  results  of  any  proceedings. 


Description  of 
Article. 

Nature  and  extent  of 
Adulteration. 

Remarks!, 

Milk— 

(Sample  1302) 

Deficient  of  non-fatty 
solids  =  3  per  cent. 

No  action. 

Milk— 

(Sample  1304) 

Deficient  of  non-fatty 
solids  =  2  per  cent. 

No  action. 

Butter — 

(Sample  1345) 

Margarine  —  90  per 
cent.  Butter  =  10 
per  cent. 

No  action. 

Butter- — 

(Sample  1 346) 

Margarine  =  97  per 
cent.  Butter  =  3  per 
cent. 

No  action. 

Whisky — 
(Sample  1344) 

Whisky  31*5  degrees 
U.P.  excess  water 
=  8*6  per  cent 

Fined  10/-  and  £2  6s.  Od. 
costs. 

Margarine  — 
(Sample  1333) 

4  per  cent,  of  Butter 
in  excess  of  legal 

o 

limit. 

“  Unofficial  ”  Sample. 

No  action. 

Milk,  as  usual,  provided,  a  large  proportion  of  the  samples 
analysed,  and  the  quality  of  the  supply  of  this  chief  food  in 
your  Borough  during  the  past  year,  judged  on  the  analyses, 
is  satisfactory.  Of  the  53  samples  reported  on,  49  were  of  good 
quality,  two  were  of  poor  quality  but  complied  with  the  official 
requirements,  and  two  only  fell  very  slightly  below  the  limit 
for  11011-fatty  solids,  representing  three  and  two  per  cent, 
respectively  of  added  water.  As  in  previous  years,  preserva¬ 
tives  were  absent  from  the  samples  analysed. 

Butter  and  Margarine  contributed  three  of  the  condemned 
articles.  Two  samples  of  the  former  food  contained  90  and  97 
per  cent,  respectively  of  margarine,  but  owing  to  a  difficulty  as 
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regards  certain  evidence  at  the  time  of  making  purchases,  it  was 
deemed  inexpedient  to  jmosecute  the  vendor.  The  sample  of 
margarine  contained  14  per  cent,  of  butter,  or  4  per  cent,  in 
excess  of  the  amount  permitted.  This  purchase  was  made  “  un¬ 
officially,”  and  therefore  no  action  could  be  taken. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor  of  a  sample 
of  whisky,  which  contained  8.6  per  cent,  of  excess  water.  He 
was  convicted  and  fined  to  the  amount  stated  in  the  second 
table. 

The  adulteration  of  foods  and  drugs  for  England  and 
Wales,  in  the  report  of  the  Local  Government  Board  for  the 
year  1908,  which  is  the  last  issued,  was  given  as  8.5  per  cent, 
of  the  samples  analysed.  The  percentage  of  4.28  for  the 
Borough  compares  very  favourably  with  the  higher  figure  for 
the  whole  of  the  country,  and  from  the  particulars  recorded 
in  this  report,  it  would  appear  that  during  the  past  year  there 
has  not  been  any  serious  adulteration  in  West  Bromwich. 

In  addition  to  the  work  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 
seven  waters  were  analysed  during  the  year.  All  the  supplies 
the  samples  represented  were  found  to  be  contaminated  with 
sewage  or  animal  matter,  and  the  waters  were  accordingly 
condemned  as  dangerous  to  use  for  drinking  purposes. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

HARRY  SILVESTER,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

(Public  Analyst.) 


